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General Instructions: 
 

1. This paper has three sections. Some sections have more than one part. 

2. This is a closed book exam. 

3. You are not allowed to use a dictionary. 

 

Paper Structure: 
 

Section Task Weight Score 

1 English Grammar and Usage 50%  

2 Reading Comprehension 30%  

3 Writing 20%  

                                                                                                                         
  
 

                
 

Total: __________________ 
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SECTION 1 – ENGLISH GRAMMAR AND USAGE 
 
1.1 Complete the sentences by choosing the most appropriate answers. (30%, @2%) 
 
1. The major cause of ocean tides ______ the pull of the Moon on the Earth.      (      ) 

A. are    B. is  
C. have been    D. was 
 

2. A jazz song might ______ each time it is played.          (      ) 
A. sound different   B. sound differently   
C. sounds differently  D. sounds different 
 

3. Rachel is wearing ______ necklace.  ______ necklace is around her neck.      (      ) 
A. a – A    B. the – The 
C. the – A    D. a – The 
 

4. Bot of them got the flu;  ______ was at work today.         (      ) 
A. neither    B. either 
C. both    D. any 

 
5. ______ can hardly be found elsewhere in Europe.         (      ) 

A. A so good market  B. A market so good 
C. So good a market  D. So a good market 
 

6. Please pay careful attention to the instructor ______ class.        (      ) 
A. for    B. during 
C. at    D. on 
 

7. The officer showed me ______ get to the bank.          (      ) 
A. how can I   B. I can how 
C. I how can   D. how I can 
 

8. You should apply to the job ______ you are interested.         (      ) 
A. which    B. for which 
C. in which    D. to which 
 

9. We recommended that Peter ______ the committee.         (      ) 
A. join    B. joins 
C. joined    D. joining 
 

10. It seems very difficult  ______.            (      ) 
A. to stop the child to cry  B. holding the child’s crying 
C. restraining the child to cry D. to keep the child from crying 
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11. Life must be very unpleasant for people ______ near the airports.       (      ) 
A. live    B. living 
C. lives    D. lived 
 

12. If the sun ______ extinguished, all living things would die.        (      ) 
A. is     B. was 
C. were    D. Will be 
 

13. Mary’s writing skills are  ______.            (      ) 
A. better than Jim   B. more than Jim 
C. better than Jim’s   D. more than Jim’s 
 

14. No longer ______ I know everything about Americans.         (      ) 
A. I will think   B. will I think 
C. think I will   D. think will I 
 

15. Thomas would ______ finish the work tomorrow         (      ) 
A. not rather   B. rather not to 
C. not finishing   D. rather not 
 

  
1.2 Choose the most appropriate answers to complete the cloze passage (20%, @2%). 
 

The important goal of Mother Teresa and the other nuns and voluntary workers she  

(1)  was to assist the people who were  (2)  a lot.  In a poor and densely  (3)  country such as 

India, there were not enough hospital beds  (4)  for the sick people.  This meant that the 

Missionaries of Charity became the last  (5)  for many people.  Often the workers at the 

Missionaries would go out to the streets and find the  (6)  people and bring them  (7)  their 

missionary houses.  At the houses, Mother Teresa and her co-workers cleaned the people 

and gave them  (8).  To these  (9)  people, the houses were a place for them to die with  

(10). 

 

1. A. made for B. made with C. worked with D. worked for (     ) 

2.  A. sleeping B. suffering C. playing D. gaining (     ) 

3. A. populated B. populating C. populate D. population (     ) 

4. A. accessible B. obtainable C. available D. preferable (     ) 

5. A. challenge B. hope C. refugee D. asylum (     ) 

6. A. deceasing B. deceased C. diseasing D. diseased (     ) 

7. A. to B. for C. into D. back (     ) 
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8. A. everything B. living expenses C. money D. medication (     ) 

9. A. rich B. ailing C. happy D. resentful (     ) 

10. A. charm B. fantasy C. dignity D. enjoyment (     ) 

 

 
SECTION 2 – READING COMPREHENSION 
                                            
2.1 Read the passage below and choose the best answer for each question. (8%, @2%). 
 

Most people know that the Hula is a famous Hawaiian dance.  When they think of 
the Hula they think of young women dancing in the warm breeze of the Hawaiian Islands.  
The Hula dancer is pictured with a grass skirt and a flower chain around her neck.  Her dance 
is accompanied by the movement of her hands, which tell the story of the dance. 

 
What most people do not know is that the Hula dance was originally performed by 

men.  In ancient Hawaii, women were forbidden to dance the Hula and it was performed 
only by men at religious ceremonies. 

 
In recent years there has been a renewed interest in the Hula among young men in 

Hawaii.  They are interested in studying the dance as part of the new interest in the ancient 
times and culture of the islands.  While the Hula in modern times may be a dance for both 
males and females, one thing is certain, the Hula, which requires abundant energy, is 
definitely a dance for the young. 
 
 
1. This passage is manly about ______.      (    ) 

A. men who dance   B. dancing girls 
C. the Hawaiian culture   D. a Hawaiian dance 
 

2. The Hula dance’s story is told by ______.     (    ) 
A. the swaying of the body  B. the hands 
C. a young man    D. a grass skirt 
 

3. Dancing the Hula could make you ______.     (    ) 
A. quite tired    B. have an argument 
C. wear a long dress   D. lose interest 
  

4. The Hula dance was first used at ______.     (    ) 
A. Hawaiian party    B. dancing classes 
C. religious services   D. beach picnics. 
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2.2 Read the speech below and choose the best answer for each question. (8%, @2%). 
 

Good morning, everyone.  As you may know, we have been holding interviews for an 
Area Development Manager to join our company.  Jared Smith has been chosen for the 
position.   

 
Now, please join me to welcome Jared Smith on board.  Jared will serve as the Area 

Development Manager for the South Central Region, which includes the states of Texas, 
Oklahoma, Louisiana and Arkansas.  He will also be responsible for overseeing both sales 
and operations in the region.  Prior to joining Data Solutions, Jared gained more than 20 
years of valuable data center industry experience.  Jared possesses the unique combination 
of experience and entrepreneurship that we look for in every Area Development Manager.  
As the demand for data storage and processing continues to grow, Data Solutions continues 
to invest in additional resources to improve our service to our customers nationwide.  
Again, let’s warmly welcome Jared Smith. 
 
 
1. What is the purpose of the talk?       (    ) 

A. To welcome a new customer.  B. To introduce a new member. 
C. To invite a guest speaker.  D. To address a new employee. 
 

2. What is NOT true about Jared Smith?      (    ) 
A. He is a manager.   B. He is in charge of the regional sales. 
C. He is an entrepreneur.    D. He works at Data Solutions. 
 

3. What can be inferred from the talk?      (    ) 
A. Jared had few years of experience.  B. Jared will be in charge of finance. 
C. Jared will manage the U.S. business. D. Jared used to work in the same industry. 

 
4. What would happen after this talk?      (    ) 

A. Jared would make a presentation. B. The speaker would introduce another staff 
C. Jared would say a few words   D. The speaker would become the manager. 
 
 

2.3 Read the passage below and choose the best answer for each question. (14%, @2%). 
 

Have you ever stopped to think of where the hot water for your shower comes 
from?  Do you know the source of hot water in the radiators that heat many homes?  In 
most buildings in the United States, it’s likely that the water has been heated by boilers run 
by fossil fuels – that is coal, oil, or natural gas.  The energy produced by burning fuel can also 
power generators that produce electricity to light homes and offices and operate many 
appliances we often take for granted. 

 
Today many scientists are looking for other sources of energy to provide light and 

heat.  The search for alternate sources of energy is spurred by the fact that the supplies of 
these fuels are becoming scarce, which, in turn, leads to increased prices. 
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Not every country uses fossil fuels to the extent that the United States does.  In 
Iceland, people have been heating their homes for many years by using geothermal energy.  
This means that they literally are using heat from within the earth.  Underground water is 
heated by molten lava and it bubbles up in the form of hot springs.  Icelanders harness wind 
or water to produce heat and light.  Scientists have even learned how to get energy from 
garbage as it decomposes. 

 
Probably the two mostly discussed energy sources are nuclear and solar power.  

Although there is much controversy about the safety of nuclear power, a number of power 
plants around the world are producing energy by splitting atoms in nuclear reactors.  Solar 
power involves using the sun’s heat to provide warmth and to provide the energy needed to 
run machinery or appliances.  

 
Which will be your energy source of the future?  Will you depend on fossil fuels?  

Will you use solar or nuclear power?  Will you use wind or water?  Would geothermal or 
garbage power meet your needs?  Think about it as you take your next hot shower. 

 
 
1. This passage is manly about ______.      (    ) 

A. using garbage for heat   B. different sources of energy 
C. the gasoline shortage   D. hot spring in Iceland 
 

2. In the passage, geothermal energy refers to ______.     (    ) 
A. the study of the earth’s crust  B. heat used in automobiles 
C. heat from inside the earth  D. preparation of energy 

   
3. Icelanders use geothermal power ______.      (    ) 

A. as a form of entertainment  B. to conserve their natural gas 
C. because it is nicer than solar  D. because they have hot springs 

 
4. Hot water for your shower ______.       (    ) 

A. will last for a long time   B. requires energy to heat it 
C. uses up the drinking water  D. is best heated with atoms. 

 
5. When garbage decomposes, it ______.       (    ) 

A. rots and gives off energy  B. fills up the garbage can 
C. is no use to anyone   D. develops wind and water 

 
6. Nuclear power is controversial because ______.     (    ) 

A. it costs more than oil   B. the sun helps to spread it 
C. it has killed people   D. it may not be completely safe.  

 
7. According to the passage, when something becomes scarce, it ______.  (    ) 

A. is available in great amount  B. tends to cost more 
C. can never be used at all  D. should be used on weekends. 
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SECTION 3 – WRITING 
 
3.1 Choose ONE topic from below and write at least 200 words. The writing topics are 
designed to give you an opportunity to demonstrate your ability to write clearly and 
effectively. (20%) 
 
1. Online learning is not only convenient for students and teachers but often more 

effective than traditional classroom instruction.  Explain why you agree or disagree with 
this observation. 
 

2. While some suggest that free public transportation would help the environment and 
reduce traffic, others think it is too expensive for the government to provide such free 
service to the public.  Discuss both views and give your opinion. 
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